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1. Who are the characters in this passage?

2. Think of a subtitle for this passage. (By the end of today's study)

3.Imagine the life of this person who has been sick for 38 years. What kind
of life do you think this person has led?

4. V4 was not written in the original manuscript and is believed to be a later
addition. Please share if you know of anyone who has been deluded by
superstition or has had such an experience.

5. What do you think Jesus' words in V6 mean? Why do you think Jesus
dared to ask what is obvious?

6. What do you learn about this person from your answer to V7?

7. This man was not healed because of his faith. There was not a single
person around the pool of Bethesda who asked Jesus to heal him. Jesus
unilaterally found, chose, and called out to this person. There was
nothing in this man that made him more deserving of healing than others.
Jesus did not want to make the sign of healing public, but where does
that come from?

8.Why do you think Jesus dared to perform this healing on the Sabbath?
(cf. Ex. 31:13-14) The Sabbath law was established for two reasons:

1) to give thanks to God for his work, since he created all things in six
days and rested on the seventh day (Ex. 20:11, 31:17),

2) to thank and worship God for freeing the Israelites from Egypt, a
house of slaves (Deut. 5: 15)

9. V17~ 1s Jesus' claim that He 1s God, and the Jews knew it. Jesus
challenges the Jews, but what challenge is that? How should the Jews
have responded?

10. Share whatever you learn, think, or wonder from this passage.



