Mark 10:17-27 Bible Study (Mattew 9:16-26., Lukel8:18-27)

BACKGROUND: According to Matthew this man was young ( Matt.19:22 ) and according to Luke
he had a high position in society ( Luke 18:18 ). We can see that this young politician had really been
successful. Note that respectable men neither ran nor knelt in front of someone in the Middle East of

that day.

Question:

1. What do you think made this successful politician behave in such an unusual manner as is described
in verse 17?

2. Why didn’t this man have assurance about eternal life even though he had followed God’s
commandments for all his life (19-20)?

3. What was this man’s opinion of who Jesus was?

4. Why did Jesus say He shouldn’t call Him good? But wasn’t Jesus God? Since Jesus, is God, what
was the problem with referring to Him as good?

5. Jesus said that the young man was still lacking one thing in his relation to God (21). Think of various
alternatives - what could it be?

6. Do you think this man really kept all of these commands? If he did, does that mean he was perfect?
7. Why did Jesus tell him to go sell everything? Isn’t this a good works salvation? If we give what we
have to God does that guarantee eternal life?

8. What would you do if Jesus let you become his disciple only on the condition of giving up all your
property and savings?

9. What alternatives did this man have when he realized that he couldn’t possibly give up his treasure?
10. What is the point Jesus is making here?

11. How do you think Jesus would have reacted if the man had confessed to him that he loves money
more than God and asked forgiveness for it?

12. Why is it hard for a rich man to enter heaven? Is it possible? How?

13. According to verse 21 Jesus looked at this young man and loved him. Why then did Jesus treat him
in a way that made this young man leave him?

14. What was the actual mistake of this man in his relation to God?
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